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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure relates to a drive shaft for a surgical
handpiece including a first prong and a second prong,
wherein the first prong and the second prong are asymmet-
ric. A surgical handpiece and a method of coupling a surgical
handpiece and a cutting tool are also disclosed.
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DRIVE SHAFT FOR A SURGICAL TOOL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation application of co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/235,045 filed
Sep. 22, 2008 entitled DRIVE SHAFT FOR A SURGICAL
TOOL.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to surgical handpieces, and
more specifically to a drive shaft for a surgical handpiece.

BACKGROUND

Elongate surgical cutting tools have been used in per-
forming closed surgery, such as endoscopic surgery, i.e.,
arthroscopic surgery. A drive tang on an inner member of the
cutting tool is adapted to be driven via a drive shaft of a
surgical handpiece that is coupled to the cutting tool. Cur-
rently, these drive shafts utilize a symmetrical drive fork
design. The drive fork includes a fixed width slot, which is
located along the axis of the drive shaft and centered around
the same. The two prongs created by slotting the drive shaft
are symmetrical and incorporate tapered and rounded ends.
These ends facilitate engagement of the drive shaft with the
drive tang such that the drive tang is inserted into the slot
between the prongs and subsequently held by the prongs
during operation of the handpiece. However, if the drive
tang is not aligned with the slot, full engagement of the drive
tang and the drive shaft fails to occur. In addition, due to this
misalignment, damage may occur to the drive tang by the
operator unknowingly attempting to force the drive tang into
the handpiece.

Therefore, a drive shaft that allows for improved engage-
ment between the drive tang and the handpiece is needed.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present disclosure relates to a drive
shaft for a surgical handpiece including a first prong and a
second prong, wherein the first prong and the second prong
are asymmetric. In an embodiment, a slot is located between
the first prong and the second prong. In another embodi-
ment, the first prong is longer than the second prong. In yet
another embodiment, both the first prong and the second
prong include a tapered and rounded end. In a further
embodiment, the end of the first prong is tapered and
rounded at angles that are different from the angles of the
tapered and rounded end of the second prong. In yet a further
embodiment, the end of the first prong is tapered and
rounded at angles that are the same as the angles of the
tapered and rounded end of the second prong. In an embodi-
ment, the end of the first prong is tapered at an angle of
between about 45° and about 150° and rounded at a radius
of between about 0.045 inches and about 0.250 inches. In
another embodiment, the end of the second prong is tapered
at an angle of between about 45° and about 150° and
rounded at a radius of between about 0.045 inches and about
0.250 inches.

In another aspect, the present disclosure relates to a
surgical handpiece including a drive shaft having a first
prong and a second prong, wherein the first prong and the
second prong are asymmetric.
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In yet another aspect, the present disclosure relates to a
method of coupling a surgical handpiece to a cutting tool.
The method includes providing a surgical handpiece includ-
ing a drive shaft having a first prong and a second prong,
wherein the first prong and the second prong are asymmet-
ric; providing a cutting tool comprising an inner member
and an outer member; and coupling the handpiece to the
cutting tool such that the drive shaft is coupled to a drive
tang on the inner member of the cutting tool. In an embodi-
ment, coupling of the drive shaft to the drive tang occurs
such that the first prong causes rotation and subsequent
insertion of the drive tang into a slot located between the first
prong and the second prong.

Further areas of applicability of the present disclosure will
become apparent from the detailed description provided
hereinafter. It should be understood that the detailed descrip-
tion and specific examples, while indicating the preferred
embodiment of the disclosure, are intended for purposes of
illustration only and are not intended to limit the scope of the
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form a part of the specification, illustrate the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure and together with the written
description serve to explain the principles, characteristics,
and features of the disclosure. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows a side view of the drive shaft of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 shows a top view of the drive shaft of the present
disclosure; and

FIGS. 3A-3E show a method of coupling the drive shaft
of FIGS. 1 and 2 to a cutting tool.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The disclosure of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/235,
045 filed Sep. 22, 2008 entitled DRIVE SHAFT FOR A
SURGICAL TOOL is hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence in its entirety.

The following description of the preferred embodiment(s)
is merely exemplary in nature and is in no way intended to
limit the disclosure, its application, or uses.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show the drive shaft 10 of the present
disclosure. The shaft 10 includes a first prong 11, a second
prong 12, and a slot 13 located between the first prong 11
and the second prong 12. The first prong 11 is longer than the
second prong 12, thereby making the drive shaft 10 asym-
metric. The purpose for the asymmetric drive shaft 10 will
be further described below. Each prong 11, 12 has a tapered
and rounded end 11a, 12a. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
end 11a of the first prong 11 is tapered and rounded at an
angle a and a radius r that is different from the angle o, and
radius r, of the tapered and rounded end 12a of the second
prong 12. For instance, the end 11a of the first prong 11 is
tapered and rounded at an angle o of about 90° and at a
radius r of about 0.095 inches and the end 124 of the second
prong 12 is tapered at an angle o, of about 130° and a radius
r; of about 0.050 inches. However, the end 11a of the first
prong 11 may be tapered and rounded at an angle o and a
radius r that is the same as the angle «; and the radius r, of
the tapered and rounded end 12a of the second end 12. For
the purposes of this disclosure, the ends 1la, 12a of the
prongs 11, 12 may be tapered at angles a, o, of between
about 45° and about 150° and rounded at radii r, r; of
between about 0.045 inches and about 0.250 inches.
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FIGS. 3A-3E show coupling of a surgical handpiece 20,
including the drive shaft 10, to a cutting tool 30. For the
purposes of this disclosure, only the inner member 31 of the
cutting tool 30 is shown. However, in practice, the cutting
tool 30 will include both an outer member and an inner
member, as more fully explained in U.S. Pat. No. 5,871,493,
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. The
inner member 31 includes a drive tang 31a coupled to a shaft
31b. The handpiece 20 is coupled to the inner member 31
such that the first prong 11 contacts the drive tang 31a, as
shown in FIG. 3B, and causes rotation and subsequent
insertion of the drive tang 31a into the slot 13, as shown in
FIGS. 3C-3E, thereby allowing for full engagement of the
drive tang 31a and the drive shaft 10.

As shown above, the drive shaft 10 of the present disclo-
sure allows for full engagement between the drive tang 31a
and the drive shaft 10 even when the drive tang 31a is not
aligned with the slot 13 on the drive shaft 10. This improves
user safety by reducing the possibility of a partially engaged
cutting tool or the possibility of disengagement of a dam-
aged cutting tool from the handpiece. In addition, the need
for repeated insertion and removal of the cutting tool from
the handpiece to ensure full engagement is also reduced.

The dive shaft 10 of the present disclosure is of a metal
material. The prongs 11, 12 and the slot 13 of the drive shaft
10 are made via a machining process or any other process
known to one of skill in the art. The drive shaft 10 is coupled
to the handpiece 20 via a direct coupling with the motor of
the drive shaft 10 or an indirect coupling with the motor via
a component, such as a gearbox. The drive tang 31a of the
inner member 30 is of a non-metal material and is made via
an injection molding process or another process known to
one of skill in the art. The shaft 315, which is of a metal
material, and the drive tang 31e¢ may be coupled via a
molding process or any other process known to one of skill
in the art.

As various modifications could be made to the exemplary
embodiments, as described above with reference to the
corresponding illustrations, without departing from the
scope of the disclosure, it is intended that all matter con-
tained in the foregoing description and shown in the accom-
panying drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative rather
than limiting. Thus, the breadth and scope of the present
disclosure should not be limited by any of the above-
described exemplary embodiments, but should be defined
only in accordance with the following claims appended
hereto and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A surgical handpiece, comprising:

a drive shaft having a first prong and a second prong,

wherein the first prong and the second prong extend

distally from the drive shaft,

wherein the first prong and the second prong define a slot

therebetween,

wherein the first prong and the second prong each have a

length, a width, and a thickness,

wherein the length of the first prong is longer than the

length of the second prong,
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wherein the first prong is symmetrically tapered along the
width thereof at a first angle to a first point, thereby
forming a pair of first symmetrical angled portions of
the first prong that meet at the first point, each first
symmetrical angled portion having a periphery,

wherein each first symmetrical angled portion of the first
prong is rounded at a first radius along the periphery
thereof, and

wherein each symmetrical angled portion of the first

prong is operative to contact a drive tang, and to cause
rotation of the drive tang, thereby allowing insertion of
the drive tang into the slot between the first prong and
the second prong.

2. The surgical handpiece of claim 1 wherein the second
prong is symmetrically tapered along the width thereof at a
second angle to a second point, thereby forming a pair of
second symmetrical angled portions of the second prong that
meet at the second point, each second symmetrical angled
portion having a periphery, and wherein each second sym-
metrical angled portion of the second prong is rounded at a
second radius along the periphery thereof.

3. The surgical handpiece of claim 2 wherein the first
angle is different from the second angle, and the first radius
is different from the second radius.

4. The surgical handpiece of claim 2 wherein the first
angle is the same as the second angle, and the first radius is
the same as the second radius.

5. The surgical handpiece of claim 2 wherein the first
angle is between about 45° and about 150° , and the first
radius is between about 0.045 inches and about 0.250 inches.

6. The surgical handpiece of claim 2 wherein the second
angle is between about 45° and about 150° , and the second
radius is between about 0.045 inches and about 0.250 inches.

7. A method of coupling a surgical handpiece to a cutting
tool, comprising:

providing a surgical handpiece including a drive shaft, the

drive shaft having a first prong and a second prong, the
first prong and the second prong extending distally
from the drive shaft, the first prong and the second
prong defining a slot therebetween, wherein the first
prong and the second prong each have a length, a width,
and a thickness, the length of the first prong being
longer than the length of the second prong, and wherein
the first prong is symmetrically tapered along the width
thereof at a first angle to a point, thereby forming a pair
of symmetrical angled portions of the first prong that
meet at the first point, each symmetrical angled portion
having a periphery and being rounded at a first radius
along the periphery thereof;

contacting one of the symmetrical angled portions of the

first prong to a drive tang to cause rotation of the drive
tang; and

inserting the drive tang into the slot between the first

prong and the second prong.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the first angle is
between about 45° and about 150° , and the first radius is
between about 0.045 inches and about 0.250 inches.
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